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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK
Happy New Year. It is an honor to be your new president for BCVMA.
I'm excited to take on this role and responsibility and will do my
best to be the representative we need in the local community.
As we embark into this new decade as veterinarians, I see things
evolving and changing in the role we play and the human animal
bond. Innovative medicine and technology will shape our future and
the question is, are we prepared as veterinarians to move forward?
As new graduates embark in their career, are they mentally, physically, and emotionally ready for
veterinary medicine? Are we as seasoned veterinarians, mentally physically, and emotionally ready for the
new realm of veterinary medicine. Continuing education, community awareness and involvement, and
well being will be the key tools for us to survive and thrive in the new veterinary world.
One of the things I want to promote as president is well being and self care. I feel it is important to protect
our mind, body, and spirit. As we take on more responsibility, more cases, and more workload, we need to
remember our health comes first. Each quarter BCVMA will host a well being activity focusing on mind,
body and spirit. We are planning for one of our continuing education to be on self care and stress
management.
I am excited to work with our executive board. We have new team members and I'm looking forward to
hearing their thoughts and ideas on ways to enhance the Broward County Veterinary Medical Association.
The executive board would look like to invite you to a meet and greet wine down Wednesday in March.
This will be a great opportunity to relax, meet the board, and let us hear what you would like to see BCVMA
become in the new decade. Once again, thank you for this opportunity. I wish everyone a productive, a
prosperous, and a blessed New Year.
Stephanie Jones, DVM
BCVMA President
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Membership Information

2020 State of Florida DBPR
Veterinary Board Meetings

Enjoy the camaraderie and top-notch
continuing education offered by the
BCVMA! We offer five great CE meetings
per year, a newsletter, and the best
Holiday
Party
in
South
Florida!
Membership is $125 yearly.

The Board of Veterinary Medicine meets
thro ughout the year at different locations

You can join or renew by visiting our
website: www.BrowardCountyVMA.com
or e-mail bcvma@mail.com for more
information. We look forward to seeing
you!

Attending any of these meetings will
earn you up to five CE law credits and
will teach you what really transpires in
Disciplinary Procedures that the Board
considers. You will benefit by learning
how to abide by state DBPR regulations
and how to avoid being disciplined
because of a violation.

throughout the state.

Friday, March 13, 2020 at 9:00 am
Daytona Beach Shores, FL

Vet Directory
Friday, June 19, 2020 at 9:00 am
St. Petersburg, FL

Please visit our website Veterinary
Directory page to view our compendium
of local resources. If you'd like to add
your information to this list, please
email Laura at Lcarran@gmail.com.

Please contact Linda Tinsley with any
questions:
linda.tinsley@myfloridalicense.com
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2020 Veterinary
Conference Schedule
FVMA Conference
March 12-15, 2020
Orlando, FL
FVMA 2020

Board of Directors 2020
President
Stephanie Jones, DVM
drstefni@gmail.com

Emerald Coast Veterinary
Conference
June 3-7, 2020
Miramar Beach, FL
ECVC 2020

Immediate Past President
Lisa Feinstein, DVM
lisafeinstein@bellsouth.net
Secretary
Dylan Buss, DVM
dylangbuss@gmail.com
Treasurer
Claudia Valderrama, DVM
aclaudia67v@aol.com

Upcoming CE Events
" Top 10 Ophthalmic Referrals"
Presented by: Robert Swinger, DVM, DACVO

Education Chair
Lloyd Meisels, DVM

Wednesday February 12th 2020 6:30pm
The Fort Lauderdale Country Club

lmeisels@coralspringsanimalhosp.com

Social Chair
Jason Horgan, DVM
jason081977@aol.com

Admission is free to BCVMA members, for
non-members there is a $50 entrance fee.
Attendees will receive 1.5 Hours of CE Credit
(subject to final approval by State Board).

Newsletter Chair
Armando Villamil, DVM
drv@petcancergroup.com

REGISTER
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BCVMA
BCVMAJingle
" Tinsel
and
& Tinis"
MingleHoliday
HolidayPart
Partyy
December
December5,2019
2018

View more photos on the BCVMA website.
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Brachycephal ic Obst ruct ive Airway Syndrome (BOAS)
Dr. Jennifer D Bibevski, DVM, DACVS-Small Animal
COR Veterinary Surgery Services
bibevski@corvetsurgery.com

Brachycephalic dogs such as French bulldogs, Bulldogs and Pugs have gained popularity
throughout the world, consistently rating in the top 10 of most popular dog breeds in America.
Their affectionate personalities, small stature and generally sweet demeanor makes these dogs
widely sought after by the public. Unfortunately, lack of awareness and irresponsible breeding
trends have resulted in increasing numbers of dogs with brachycephalic obstructive airway
syndrome (BOAS). BOAS is a spectrum of disease that involves partial or complete obstruction of
the upper airway, leading to respiratory dysfunction.
BOAS is a progressive disorder that tends to worsen with age. Dogs with BOAS can have a
combination of anatomic changes that are divided into primary and secondary categories. Primary
anatomic traits include:
- Poorly developed nasal cartilages leading to stenotic nares (80-100% of BOAS dogs)
- Elongated +/ - thickened soft palate that extends into the airway (causing
choking/ gagging/ regurgitation) (85-100% of BOAS dogs)
- Excessive nasal, nasopharyngeal, perilaryngeal mucosae (this may obstruct the glottis)
- Hypoplastic trachea
- Macroglossia (overly long or thickened tongue)
These anatomic changes are the first barrier to normal airflow. Due to this resistance, a negative
intraluminal pressure (i.e. a vacuum) is generated during inspiration which strains the airway
tissues resulting in contraction of the pharyngeal tissues, edema and hyperplasia. We then
witness the secondary changes of BOAS such as:
- Dynamic pharyngeal wall collapse
- Eversion/ edema of the laryngeal ventricles (saccules)
- Laryngeal collapse
- Tracheal collapse
- Enlarged/ everted tonsils
- Syncope
- Epiglottic retroversion
The BOAS patient may present with a variety of clinical signs attributed to their airway, GIT system
or both. These include but are not limited to stridor, sterdor, heat intolerance, exercise
intolerance, ?sleep apnea-like? signs, snoring, labored breathing, gagging, vomiting/ regurgitation,
flatulence, hyperthermia, excessive panting, cyanosis, syncope and ravenous eating behavior.
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Addressing these patients first involves a detailed history to determine the dogs normal behavior,
what types of noises they demonstrate at rest, with activity and their ability to sleep. Their
interest in and ability to exercise is important as is their eating/ drinking habits. The physical exam
components specific to BOAS should include upper airway and thoracic auscultation, vital
parameters, notation of audible noise at rest and body condition score (obesity exacerbates
clinical signs). In a recent study, stridor found on exam was 100% specific for laryngeal collapse
in brachycephalic dogs. For dogs that are quiet in the exam room but BOAS is suspected, an
exercise challenge with 5 minute walking or a 3 minute trot test can be performed. The sensitivity
of for BOAS diagnosis using these techniques has been shown to be 70% (walk test) and 93%
(trot test).
Prior to anesthesia, routine bloodwork and thoracic radiographs are indicated to evaluate for
concurrent hypoplastic trachea (common in Bulldogs), cardiac changes, aspiration pneumonia,
hiatal hernia (dynamic condition) and pulmonary edema which can also be seen in these dogs.
Pharyngeal and laryngeal exam is then performed under a light plane of anesthesia and includes
assessment of the length of the soft palate, laryngeal motion, appearance of the rima glottis,
position of the laryngeal cartilages and saccules and presence of laryngeal collapse. Based on the
specific patient, additional imaging may be indicated or warranted. Further evaluation of the
nasopharynx and sinus with CT, MRI or retroflexed endoscopy may show nasopharyngeal
inflammation, collapse, or the presence of nasal turbinates protruding in the nasopharynx (occurs
in 20% of BOAS dogs). These changes are common in Pugs specifically. 87% of symptomatic
BOAS dogs with laryngeal collapse also have will have some degree of bronchial collapse or
stenosis further impeding airflow. For dogs with concurrent GIT signs, endoscopy can help to rule
out esophagitis, gastritis, reflux, hiatal hernia, and pyloric stenosis, which have been found in up to
80% of BOAS patients.
For symptomatic dogs, surgery is often recommended to improve their quality of life and reduce
progression of disease by reducing airway obstruction. The specific surgical intervention and
prognosis is dictated by the sedated oropharyngeal exam findings but surgery by no means
normalizes these dogs. Residual airway obstruction to some degree does exist but the goal of
surgery is to improve their QOL which it often dogs. Prior to surgery, dogs with concurrent GIT
symptoms can be initially addressed with a proton pump inhibitor and diet change to a easily
digestible diet (such as low fat), however, alleviation of GI signs may not be possible until the
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airway is improved upon. 93% of French bulldogs, 58% of English Bulldogs and 16% of pugs
have been shown to have dual system signs.
In the vast majority of animals, surgery involves nares resection, palatoplasty and sacculectomy.
If present, epiglottic retroversion can be simultaneously addressed with a tacking procedure or
partial epiglottic resection. These techniques alone typically result in a significant improvement
in respiratory symptoms to some degree. Prognosis for BOAS patients is conflicting, as recent
studies show no single anatomic change correlates with a worse prognosis but obesity, younger
age, neck girth size and breed (Bulldogs) have been implicated as resulting in higher severity of
symptoms. With this said, even patients with stage 3 laryngeal collapse however, can show
significant improvement of clinical signs following treatment of stenotic nares, elongated soft
palate, and everted laryngeal saccules. Therefore, all dogs suffering from BOAS should be
considered potential candidates for surgical intervention and should have a surgical evaluation.
BOAS is a highly complex disorder that is extremely prevalent in brachycephalic breeds. Currently
numerous airway dynamic studies and genetic assessments of these patients are underway in
attempt to ?breed out? specific traits, but this process will take time. Unfortunately, many of
these dogs go unaddressed due to the general perception that their signs are ?normal? and
acceptable for the breed. By improving awareness, being vigilant in recognizing even subtle
symptoms attributed to BOAS and education of the public, breeders, potential new dog owners
and our clients, we can advocate for the welfare of these dogs and help improve the overall
population.
Dr. Jennifer Bibevski is a South Florida-based board-certified, small animal
surgeon. She is the owner of COR Veterinary Surgery Services, a practice that
offers high quality, comprehensive surgical services throughout the South Florida
region. This includes Soft Tissue, Oncologic and Orthopedic procedures.
Brachycephalism is one of the many disorders she enjoys consulting with clients
about as the improvement in quality of life after surgery for these animals can be
substantial.
Originally an Ohio native and graduate of The Ohio State University, Dr. Bibevski
now resides in Hollywood FL with her husband, 2 horses (Pace and Moose) and 2
German Shepherd dogs (Ty and Khan). In her spare time, she is a yogi, enjoys horseback riding (Dressage and
trail) and keeps busy managing a non-profit foundation (bibevskifoundation.org) that currently is addressing
the stray animal population in Bitola, Macedonia.
www.corvet surgery.com bibevski@corvet
surgery.com 409.333.0131
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FVMA Updat e f rom Dr. Mart a List a
FVMA Dist rict 6 Represent at ive

Hello Colleagues,
In 2019, the FVMA realized a record number of members and financial successes. Our FVMA is working
hard to build upon and continue these accomplishments. We are in the process of searching for a new
headquarters to better serve our members and include educational opportunities such as wet labs for all
of us. We are very excited for this expansion. Below are some highlights for 2020:
January/ February Membership Drive: Our greatest strength is our members. Last year the FVMA
represented over 5900 members. Please remember to pay your dues, support our programs and
conferences and be assured that the FVMA is protecting all of us.
January 22-23: Annual Legisl at ive Act ion Days. Amongst other advocacy work, this year we continued to
advocate on the importance of an established veterinary client patient relationship through Senate
Bill366/ House Bill 1015. We opposed the Animal Cruelty Bill (SB1044/ HB621) lead by Miami Beach area
Senator Pizzo. Although this bill looks good on the surface, the bill requires veterinarian to confront
suspected animal abusers and examine the animal within 24 hours of notice to the veterinarian of the
suspected abuse. District 6 representatives: Drs. Gerry Diaz, Claudia Valdarrama, Rob Swinger, Jacqueline
Shellow, Yolanda Ochoa and myself, joined over 45 of our colleagues and UFCVM students to meet with
our legislators in Tallahassee. In total, we advocated for or against 28 bills this session.
February 1-3: Ocal a Equine Conf erence
March 12-15: FVMA Annual Conf erence, Orl ando FL. Enjoy 267 hours of world class CE, wetlabs and
discounted rates in a resort setting at the Waldorf Astoria and Hilton Hotels. In addition, your attendance
supports the funding and various program of our FVMA. Join the camaraderie at the annual awards
ceremony honoring, UFCVM alumni reception, and the spring fling party. We are also launching the Power
of 10 Leadership Program for our newest colleagues. This program is designed to cultivate leadership
capacity in recent graduates and provide learning experiences that will enrich the individual and benefit
the individual's practice, community, and profession.
May 30: UFCVM Commencement . We look forward to welcoming our new colleagues. The FVMA works
closely with the UFCVM through scholarships, multiple events and legislative advocacy in large part for
future generations to be afforded personal, professional and financial successes in our field.
December 3-6: TGAVC Boca Rat on, FL
Please join me and the 5900 other colleagues in Florida with your membership in the FVMA.
Thank you,
Marta Lista DVM
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Latest News From Broward County
Animal Care & Adoption
The Broward Count y Pet License Tags are in!
Boxes have already been distributed to Veterinary Clinics who are contracted distributors of the tags. The
tag is vitally important to both dogs and cats. Think of it as a pet?s personal cell phone! When a pet
becomes lost, the tag is one of the best ways to ensure the owner is reunited with their pet? either
through Broward County Animal Care, Veterinary Clinic or by a fellow resident who may find the lost dog
or cat.
Additionally, funds received from the cost of the registration are used to help feed and care for shelter
animals, including important medical treatment. The proceeds from tag sales also help fund low-cost
sterilization programs.????????????????
Veterinarians are reminded to inform your clients that the tag is NOT optional. Broward County?s Chapter
4 pet laws require that ALL dogs and cats residing in Broward County be vaccinated against rabies and
registered (this includes INDOOR PETS). Clients who decline to purchase the tag will be sent a warning
and will ultimately receive a $300 citation if they do not purchase the tag.
For more information about the License Program, please contact Lisette Murado at 954-359-1313 ext.
9689.
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Humane Society of
Broward County
30t h Annual VCA Wal k f or t he Animal s
Benef it t ing t he Humane Societ y of Broward Count y

Honorary Chair Clinton Kelly
with his dog Mary and HSBC
mascot Digger.
Photo credit: Brett Hufziger

Fort Lauderdale, FL -- Mark your calendars! The 30thannual VCA Walk for
the Animals is March 7, 2020 at Huizenga Park in downtown Fort
Lauderdale. This year, the event welcomes Honorary Chair, Clinton Kelly,
Emmy award-winning co-host of ABC?s The Chew, TLC?s What Not to Wear;
and host of HGTV?s new series Self Made Mansions and Honorary Mascot,
his beloved rescue companion, Mary, to the walk.
The event is the Humane Society of Broward County?s largest fundraiser
with thousands of walkers, both two and four-legged, strolling the 1.2
mile path through Fort Lauderdale. The fun begins with registration
opening at 8 a.m. and the walk starting at 10 a.m. Last year enthusiastic
participants raised $615,000 and with your help the goal of $660,000 will
be reached for the shelter?s programs and services.You can register now,
by visiting www.Walk4theAnimals.com and start collecting donations. The
more you raise, the more goodies you earn!

Event Chairs Carey Morgan of Fort Lauderdale and Leslie Puro of
Lighthouse Point are thrilled to be chairing the event, along Jacey Birch of
WPLG Local 10 News and Letty B. of iHeart radio station 93.9 MIA. There will be a bounce house and
face painting for the younger crowd and dogs can dip in the doggie pools, all while their owners
enjoy free pancakes from IHOP, and live entertainment. Participants can also visit sponsor booths
and pick up fun items from VCA Animal Hospitals, Purina, Spirit, Chewy and enjoy an amazing
performance from the Purina Incredible Dog Team.For information about registering, forming a
?Pack? or team, or if your business is interested in being a sponsor, contact Janet Yuen at
954-266-6817 or info@walk4theanimals.com. You don?t need to have a pet to join in the fun.
Sponsors dedicated to the 2020 Walk for the Animals are: VCA Animal Hospitals, Purina, Tidy Cats,
Spirit, Chewy, Animal Eye Specialty Clinic, JM Family, Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health, Oasis A
Paychex Company, All My Sons Moving & Storage, Petfirst Pet Insurance, Broward Health, Guaranteed
Rate, Pet Supermarket, RKD Alpha Dog, Zoetis, Merck Animal Health/ Home Again, ACR Electronics,
Sun Credit Union, The Schiller Kessler Group, Topgolf, Paws & Claws, We Florida Financial, Team
National, Paw.com, Animal Cancer Care Clinic, Wizard, Stiles, Jimmy John?s, Publix, IHOP, WPLG Local
10, iHeart Media (Y100, BIG 105.9, 93.9 MIA, 103.5 the Beat, TU 94.9, 610 WIOD), Mobile Mike and
Pace Branding and Marketing.
The Humane Society of Broward County is a private non-profit organization made possible by
donations from animal enthusiasts like you. The shelter is not affiliated with any other organization
and receives no funding from the state or any national group. To learn more about the HSBC visit
www.humanebroward.com.
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Relief Veterinarians
Dr. James Anderson II
Small animals, PT/relief

954-347-3557

doctor_anderson98@gmail.com

Dr. Peggy Carlow
Small animals, PT/relief

954-303-6020 or
954-341-9552

pmcarlow@att.net

Dr. Diana Drogan
Small animals, ER, relief

954-854-9426

dr.diana.dvm@gmail.com

Dr. Cindy Rigg
relief/surgery, rehab therapy

305-968-8345

csrigg@yahoo.com

Dr. Dan Selvin
Small animals, PT/relief

954-604-0084

dcselv4@gmail.com

Dr. Mark Steele
Small animals, PT/relief, ER

754-235-1000 or
954-942-7193

mdsteele@bellsouth.net

Dr. Ana M. Tassino *Bilingual
Small animals, clinic, surgery

305-335-3111

tassino@bellsouth.net

Dr. Claudia Valderrama

305-297-8893

claudia67v@aol.com

Dr. Stephen Waldman
Small animals, PT/relief

561-214-3306

swaldman85@comcast.net

Dr. Fumiko Miyamoto
Small animals GP/ER,

352-339-2207

theasiandoctorllc@gmail.com
www.theasiandoctorllc.com

Dr. Tolulope Ogunyemi
Small animals, relief, surgery,
dentistry

302-464-8387

reliefvet4@yahoo.com

Dr. Murray Deckelbaum

954-646-2586
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Classifieds & Advertising
This newsletter is published bi-monthly by
the Broward County Veterinary Medical
Association, Inc., 2801 E. Commercial Blvd.,
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308.

HELP WANTED:

Edit orial Guidel ines: Letters and articles
are welcome. All submissions must be
signed and the author's name will be
published. Entries must be received 7 days
prior to the publication date.

City College is seeking a full or part time
veterinarian for its Veterinary Technology
Associate program in Hollywood, FL.
Qualified candidates will hold a Doctor of
Veterinary Medicine degree (or equivalent)
and be currently licensed to practice in
Florida.

Displ ay Ads: Please e-mail all submissions
to Lcarran@gmail.com. Views and opinions
expressed herein are not necessarily those
of the officers of the BCVMA. Products and
services advertised herein are not
necessarily endorsed.

Responsibilities include overseeing animal
care on site, leading the teaching clinic, and
classroom instruction. Teaching experience
is preferred. For details or to submit resume
please contact Kim Augustin at
954-744-1777 ext. 2022
kaugustin@citycollege.edu

Membership Cost : $125 per year. For
membership information, please visit
BrowardCountyVMA.com or you can e-mail
bcvma@mail.com.

FOR SALE:
PALM BEACH COUNTY, FL: Solo, small
animal practice on the southeast coast for
sale! Over $535k gross in most recent year.
Estimated ADI of +$111k can be expected.
Approximately 1,150 sq. ft., leased facility.
Great opportunity in a vibrant, affluent
community! Code: FL95
Contact PS Broker; 800.636.4740;
info@psbroker.com; www.psbroker.com
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FOR SALE:
VOLUSIA COUNTY, FL: Family owned, small
animal practice with legacy to build upon
for sale! Over $697k gross in most recent
year. Estimated ADI of +$204k can be
expected. Approximately 3,368 sq. ft.,
leased facility. Room to grow! Code: FL96
Contact PS Broker; 800.636.4740;
info@psbroker.com; www.psbroker.com
LEON COUNTY, FL: Long-established,
welcoming practice with growth potential
for sale! Over $744k gross in most recent
year. Estimated ADI of +$129k can be
expected. Approximately 1,978 sq. ft.
facility with real estate. Build your own
legacy! Code: FL97
Contact PS Broker; 800.636.4740;
info@psbroker.com; www.psbroker.com
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