Newsletter
April 2020
FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK
In this time of uncertainty with the coronavirus (COVID19) pandemic, I?m sure we are all feeling the stresses
of practicing veterinary medicine while risking exposure to the coronavirus. I want to say thank you for all
your efforts to continue to provide patient care through these challenging times. Thank you for your
understanding as we incur obstacles beyond our control with the Pharmacy and Laws CE. Thank you to
practice owners as you work hard to maintain business while doing your best to protect your staff and
clients. Thank you to the associate veterinarians as you work long hours and risk exposure for the sake of
pets in need. I commend each and everyone of you for your dedication and selflessness.
Broward County issued an executive order directing closure of ?non-essential? retail and commercial
businesses, however, veterinarians are considered essential businesses that can remain open. With that
said, under the guidance of AVMA, we recommend low contact appointments, rescheduling elective
procedures, and utilizing conservative measures for personal protective equipment. If your business can
accommodate telemedicine, AVMA has resources available to assist you.
I urge you to remember wellbeing and selfcare is vital to our sustainability. Get plenty of rest, drink plenty of
water, and stay positive. Laugh whenever you can. When you wake up in the morning and before you go to
bed say one thing for which you are grateful.
Be safe and stay healthy,
Stephanie Jones, DVM
President
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Newsletter
April 2020
2020 State of Florida DBPR
Veterinary Board Meetings

Membership Information
Enjoy the camaraderie and top-notch
continuing education offered by the
BCVMA! We offer five great CE meetings
per year, a newsletter, and the best
Holiday
Party
in
South
Florida!
Membership is $130 yearly.

The Board of Veterinary Medicine meets
thro ughout the year at different locations

throughout the state.
Attending any of these meetings will
earn you up to five CE law credits and
will teach you what really transpires in
Disciplinary Procedures that the Board
considers. You will benefit by learning
how to abide by state DBPR regulations
and how to avoid being disciplined
because of a violation.

You can join or renew by visiting our
website: www.BrowardCountyVMA.com
or e-mail bcvma@mail.com for more
information. We look forward to seeing
you!

Friday, June 19, 2020 at 9:00 am
St. Petersburg, FL
Friday, September 11, 2020 at 9:00 am
Stuart, FL

Vet Directory
Please visit our website Veterinary
Directory page to view our compendium
of local resources. If you'd like to add
your information to this list, please
email Laura at Lcarran@gmail.com.

Friday, December 18, 2020 at 9:00 am
Orlando, FL
Please contact Linda Tinsley with any
questions:
linda.tinsley@myfloridalicense.com
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2020 Veterinary
Conference Schedule
Emerald Coast Veterinary
Conference
Board of Directors 2020

Postponed to August 19-23, 2020
Miramar Beach, FL
ECVC 2020

President
Stephanie Jones, DVM
drstefni@gmail.com
Immediate Past President
Lisa Feinstein, DVM
lisafeinstein@bellsouth.net
Secretary
Dylan Buss, DVM
dylangbuss@gmail.com
Treasurer
Claudia Valderrama, DVM
claudia67v@aol.com
Education Chair
Lloyd Meisels, DVM
lmeisels@coralspringsanimalhosp.com

Social Chair
Jason Horgan, DVM
jason081977@aol.com
Newsletter Chair
Armando Villamil, DVM
drv@petcancergroup.com
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CORONAVIRUS DEVELOPMENTS
Dear Colleagues and Friends,
As Coronavirus cases continue to rise and impact our home and our profession, I wanted to provide you
with a summary of the latest developments that outline how we practice veterinary medicine.
The passing of the CARES Act (Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act) was approved by
Congress and signed by President Trump. Thisstimulus package contains many provisions that will aide
veterinarians. They are as follows:
-

Individual rebates/tax credits. The bill provides a tax credit of $1,200 for individual filers ($2,400 for
joint filers) plus $500 per child. The credit is phased out for individuals with adjusted gross income
over $75,000 ($150,000 for joint filers) and is phased out completely at $99,000 for individuals
($198,000 for joint filers).

-

Federal student loan relief. The bill provides for six months of relief on federal student loan
payments and suspends interest accrual through Sept. 30, 2020.

-

Expanding unemployment benefits and paid leave

-

Access to forgivable loans to be used for payroll and operating costs for small businesses.

To better understand the significance of this bill on you and your practices, please visit the AVMA.
In the face of this pandemic, we have been faced with the challenge of continuing to provide care to our
patients while practicing strict measures to ensure the safety and prevent the spread of the virus to our
ourselves, our staff, and our clients. Many of you are practicing limited contact appointments or have
elected to quarantine and close your practices altogether. Until recently, Florida did not recognize
veterinary telemedicine without a valid VCPR. The State of Florida Department of Business and Professional
Regulations issued an emergency order ( Order # 2020-04), temporarily allowing veterinarians to practice
telemedicine during this difficult time. This order gives us an alternative method of providing care for our
patients while our doors are closed. An excerpt from the bill is found below:

Any restriction in chapter 474, Florida Statutes, or chapter 61G-18, Florida Administrative Code, which would
prohibit active Florida licensed veterinarians in good standing from practicing telemedicine on their patients
is suspended provided the attending veterinarian is comfortable assessing the patient remotely and feels able
to exercise good clinical judgment to assist the patient.
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Common Procedures & Recent Advances in Minimal l y Invasive Surgery
Barry E. Brower, DVM
Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Surgeons- Small Animal

Advanced Veterinary Care Center

Since its inception in veterinary medicine, minimally invasive surgery (MIS) has become a rapidly advancing
field.Specialized equipment has become increasingly accessible and techniques are becoming more
refined.Consequently, more and more of our small animal patients are able to benefit from the many
advantages that MIS provides.
Utilizing equipment that provides superior visualization and access to the surgical site, minimally invasive
surgery provides a less invasive, more precise approach to surgery. The benefits of MIS include quicker
recovery times and return to function, less pain/morbidity, improved functional outcome and lower risk of
incisional issues such as infection when compared to traditional or open procedures.The proven benefit of
MIS is further validated by the fact that surgical residents are now required to participate in a set number of
arthroscopy and laparoscopy/thoracoscopy procedures within their residency program.
Successful implementation of a MIS program requires an integrated team of doctors, nurses, and technicians
trained in the specialized equipment being used.Although there is a learning curve associated with MIS, it is
my experience that the implementation of new and progressive techniques is typically a motivating influence
and generally leads to feelings of fulfillment for all those involved.
Potential disadvantages of MIS are the high cost of equipment and potential increased cost to the
client.However, it is not uncommon for pet owners to ask if a procedure can be done minimally invasively
because they or a family member or friend may have experienced the benefits of MIS, and the ability to offer
this service to their pets is one which enhances client satisfaction.
Laparoscopy & Thoracoscopy
MIS may be utilized for both common procedures as well as complex
surgeries that are typically performed ?openly.? Routine procedures
such as elective neutering (ovariohysterectomy, ovariectomy,
cryptorchid orchiectomy), gastropexy, and cystotomy are now
commonly performed using laparoscopy.Recently, more complex
interventions have been developed such as adrenalectomy,
ureteronephrectomy, and cholecystectomy.
Studies comparing open and laparoscopic ovariohysterectomy and
ovariectomy found lower pain scores for 24 hours postoperatively
(Devitt et al. 2005) and quicker return to function (Culp et al. 2009) in
the MIS group.A positive effect of minimally invasive technique was
also noted when comparing surgical site infection (SSI) rates in
clean and clean-contaminated surgical procedures in dogs and cats,
where MIS procedures had a 1.7% SSI rate compared to 5.5% in
open procedures (Mayhew et al. 2012).
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Recent advances in laparoscopic surgery have led to refinement of some procedures and allowed the
development of other more complex interventions.The introduction of barbed suture has removed the need for
intracorporeal suturing and aids in tension maintenance during the processing of suturing during a gastropexy.
Studies of laparoscopic adrenalectomy in both dogs and cats have demonstrated excellent results with minimal
morbidity and rare need for conversion to open laparotomy.Case selection is an important consideration for
prospective MIS cases.Laparoscopy is not recommended for large adrenal tumors (generally greater than 4 to 5
cm) or for locally invasive tumors. When considering MIS for cholecystectomy, common bile duct obstruction
must be ruled out as catheterization and flushing of the common bile duct is not currently possible via
laparoscopy.An open approach is indicated if there is evidence of obstruction of the biliary tree or gallbladder
rupture.
Thoracoscopic, or video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery (VATS) is being used more frequently, particularly for
thoracoscopic exploration, pericardial window, subphrenic pericardectomy, lung lobectomy, and treatment of
chylothorax.There are also smaller case reports describing minimally invasive techniques for patent ductus
arteriosus ligation, cranial mediastinal mass resection, auricular mass resection, ligation of persistent right aortic
arch, and tracheobronchial lymph node resection.As shown with laparoscopy, the VATS approach has been
associated with lower postoperative pain scores compared to open thoracotomy.
Pericardial window or subtotal/subphrenic pericardectomy, performed using a VATS approach, can be utilized to
provide effective long-term palliation of idiopathic and neoplasia-associated pericardial effusion.While
subphrenic pericardectomy typically requires one-lung ventilation (OLV) and is technically more challenging, a
pericardial window can be performed without OLV.It should be noted, however, that the efficacy of a VATS
pericardial window, to provide long-term palliation of pericardial effusion compared to an open subphrenic
pericardectomy has been questioned (Case et al. 2013).
Another increasingly common procedure using MIS technique is VATS lung lobectomy, which can be performed using
ether a VATS-assisted technique (where the lesion is exteriorized through a small intercostal incision and excised) or
completely closed.OLV is generally required for the closed approach, and failure of OLV has been reported to be the
most common reason for conversion to open thoracotomy (Mayhew et al. 2013).As with other completely closed
procedures, case selection is key.In general, the larger the lesion, the closer to the hilus, and the smaller the dog are all
factors which would support use of an open approach.MIS/VATS technique may also be used in the treatment of
idiopathic chylothorax with subtotal pericardectomy, thoracic duct ligation +/- cisterna chili ablation, with results
comparing favorably with open thoracotomy.
As previously discussed, the field of MIS is continuing to progress.Recent trends have focused on single port techniques
which may help to further decrease pain/morbidity compared to multi-port approaches.The technical challenges of
single-port techniques have been somewhat mitigated by the introduction of single-port devices that allow multiple
instrument passage simultaneously (such as the SILS device) as well as articulating instruments which help with
triangulation.
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Arthroscopy
As with laparoscopy and thoracoscopy, arthroscopy is used for both diagnostic and therapeutic purposes with
the advantages of decreased morbidity, quicker recovery, decreased complications, improved functional
outcomes, shorter hospitalization time, and enhanced client satisfaction.As is the case with minimally invasive
soft tissue surgery, the suggested disadvantages include the steep learning curve and cost of the equipment.
The general indications for arthroscopy include exploration of the joints for the purpose of diagnosis through
observation, biopsy, and culture; removal of loose bodies; topical treatment of OA (microfracture, abrasion
arthroplasty); joint debridement and lavage; and arthroscopic-assisted joint stabilization.Arthroscopy improves
diagnostic sensitivity and specificity for a variety of pathologies, while allowing concurrent treatment under the
same anesthetic event.This is particularly useful in veterinary medicine in which our patients require heavy
sedation or general anesthesia for advanced imaging (such as CT and MRI), adding overall cost to pet owners
(in addition to the apprehension of subjecting the patient to multiple anesthetic
events).The most common joints in which arthroscopy is performed include the
shoulder, elbow, and stifle in dogs.
The most common indication for shoulder arthroscopy is for the management
of osteochondritis dissecans (OCD).Shoulder arthroscopy is a more sensitive
tool for diagnosis of osteochondrosis (compared to radiography) and allows the
surgeon to reach more medial lesions on the humeral head, which can be
difficult to reach with an open arthrotomy.Other indications include the
diagnosis and treatment of diseases of the biceps tendon and shoulder
instability/collateral ligament injury.
Arthroscopy is the gold standard for diagnosis of problems within the elbow
joint, allowing superior visibility of joint surfaces and concurrent treatment
when indicated.Arthroscopy also allows the grading of cartilage disease
and classification of medial coronoid lesions.Additionally, many dogs
presenting for elbow dysplasia will have concurrent disease in the
contralateral limb, which can be evaluated and treated under the same
anesthetic event.
Stifle arthroscopy is performed commonly prior to stifle stabilization in dogs
with cranial cruciate ligament disease (CrCLD).Other indications include specific evaluation and treatment of
meniscal injury, lateral femoral condyle OCD, and septic stifle joint.Inspecting the medial meniscus is a critical
component of stifle surgery, and demonstrates a significant advantage of MIS/arthroscopy compared with open
arthrotomy.The reported incidence of meniscal injury in dogs treated for CrCLD varies from 33% to 77%.
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Meniscal tears may be postliminary, occurring after the initial surgical
procedure, or may be latent, which are present at the initial procedure but not
identified because of failure of diagnosis.The reported incidence of
postoperative meniscal injury ranges from 3% to 18% (depending on the study
and stabilization procedure used) with clinical manifestation usually occurring
within the first 4 months after surgery.This indicates a relatively high number of
latent tears, missed at the time of surgery.Arthroscopy has been accepted as
a more sensitive, more specific, and less invasive modality compared to
arthrotomy for the detection of meniscal tears, particularly with the use of
probing to evaluate all aspects of the meniscus.
To conclude, advancements in veterinary minimally invasive surgery have continued since its inception
decades ago, and are assured to continue, following trends in the human medicine field.The advantages of
this modality have been well-documented and the enthusiasm for the field is reflected by the increase in
availability at veterinary hospitals throughout the country as well as by client demand for these
procedures.While proper case selection remains an important component to successful outcome, laparoscopy,
thoracoscopy, and arthroscopy have become more commonplace and can now be offered to a larger amount
of patients and ultimately improving overall outcomes.
Bio: Dr. Brower received his Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM)
from Tufts University School of Veterinary Medicine in 2011. Following
graduation from Tufts, Dr. Brower completed an internship in small
animal medicine and surgery at Veterinary Medical and Surgical
Group in Ventura, CA (2012) followed by a surgical internship at Gulf
Coast Veterinary Specialists in Houston, TX (2013). Dr. Brower
completed his surgery residency at the Veterinary Medical Center of
Long Island in 2016. Dr. Brower?s professional interests include
orthopedic reconstructive and corrective procedures (such as TPLO,
TTA, and fracture repair), as well as oncologic and soft tissue
reconstructive surgery. He also has a particular interest in minimally
invasive surgical techniques, including arthroscopic, laparoscopic,
and thoracoscopic procedures. Dr. Brower?s personal hobbies include
running, hiking, sailing, and spending time with friends and family. Originally from New York City, he has been
a frequent visitor to southern Florida, and is now thrilled to call Fort Lauderdale home.Last year, Dr. Brower
joined the growing team at Advanced Veterinary Care Center in Davie, which is now proud to provide
Minimally Invasive Surgery options.

10

11

FVMA Updat e f rom Dr. Mart a List a
FVMA Dist rict 6 Represent at ive

Hello Colleagues,
I hope for good health for all. As, I write this we face much uncertainty as to how our lives and livelihood
will evolve in the next few days, weeks and months.
As Broward and Dade COVID19 cases continue to rise daily, we face new challenges for the safety of
ourselves, family and staff in addition to the challenge of being able to provide our services to the
public.
Miami-Dade was the first county to declare a lock down on all non-essential services. Veterinary
practices were originally not listed as an essential service. Within hours of the announcement, the
FVMA contacted the mayors office and successfully moved veterinarians to essential service providers.
FVMA is working with Governor DeSantis office on a statewide essential business classification for
veterinarians.
I have been fortunate for the last 5 years to see the dedication the FVMA has to our profession and what
a difference that dedication makes to our everyday lives. My experience on the FVMA board has been
invaluable to me personally and given me a deeper appreciation for the veterinary community.
Veterinarians are amongst the most humble, thoughtful, creative and knowledgeable people. We are
resilient and uniquely suited to weather this crisis. I am grateful to belong to this profession. I am
resigning my position as District 5 Representative to accept the nomination of President-Elect. Im both
excited and nervous to take on this position but I will do my best to serve us in the next coming years.
Dr. Robert Swinger will be replacing me as South Florida District 5 Representative. Dr. Swinger?s
passion, experience and thoughtfulness will make him a great representative for South Florida on our
FVMA board.
If you need anything or have any concerns, as always please feel free to email or call any time.
Yours in service,
Marta Lista DVM
Listamp@yahoo.com
305 903 8355
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Latest News From Broward County
Animal Care & Adoption
ANIMAL CARE MODIFIES SERVICES
In response to the Coronavirus pandemic, Broward County Animal Care has modified its services in
order to safeguard residents and staff from exposure to the virus. Veterinary Clinics are asked to
refer their clients to the Animal Care website at www.broward.org/animal for information about the
shelter?s programs and services. Questions can be directed to animalcare@broward.org.
Since the building is closed, until further notice, Animal Care is asking residents to:
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Adopt or Foster a pet online.Residents who are interested in adopting or fostering a dog or cat may
select a pet from the Animal Care website and apply online. Customer Service Representatives will
contact applicants to complete the process and schedule a time for pet pickup.
Purchase the pet license tag through your office. If your Clinic does not sell the tag, please direct pet
owners to the County?s website at www.broward.org/animal. A copy of a recent Rabies Certificate must
be faxed or e-mailed to Animal Care offices. Online purchase instructions are explained on the
website.
Delay pet surrenders. Residents are asked to delay surrendering their pet to Animal Care. Walk-in
owner surrenders have been suspended. Those who wish to turn in their own pet will be by
appointment only.
Continue care of Foster Pets.Foster Parents who are caring for a foster cat or dog, are asked to
continue to care for the pet until further notice. Foster care check-ups will be rescheduled to a later
date. In the event of an emergency, Foster Parents should call the special phone number that was
issued to them.
Suspend the trapping of feral/ community cats.Broward County Animal Care will suspend the intake of
any trapped feral community cats until further notice. Only injured, sick or abused cats will be
accepted. Trappers are asked not to trap any cats with the intent of bringing them to the Animal Care
Adoption Center. Trapped healthy cats should be released where they were trapped.
Limit Animal Care Calls for Assistance.Until further notice, Animal Care Officers will respond only to
calls that are considered high priority/ emergency situations. Such calls include law enforcement
assistance, injured or sick stray dogs and cats, animal cruelty and neglect complaints, bites, and
dangerous/ aggressive dogs.
Take care of lost/ stray pets.Residents who have found a friendly stray or lost healthy dog or cat, are
asked to care for it until Animal Care resumes normal operations. Food and pet supplies will be
provided. The pet should be reported to foundpets@broward.org. Residents who are willing to care for
the pet, will be notified if the pet?s owner is located. They will also be notified when it is appropriate
to bring the pet in to the shelter. If a person finds a pet that they cannot care for, they are asked to
e-mail Animal Care at admissions@broward.org.
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Relief Veterinarians
Dr. James Anderson II
Small animals, PT/relief

954-347-3557

doctor_anderson98@gmail.com

Dr. Peggy Carlow
Small animals, PT/relief

954-303-6020 or
954-341-9552

pmcarlow@att.net

Dr. Diana Drogan
Small animals, ER, relief

954-854-9426

dr.diana.dvm@gmail.com

Dr. Cindy Rigg
relief/surgery, rehab therapy

305-968-8345

csrigg@yahoo.com

Dr. Dan Selvin
Small animals, PT/relief

954-604-0084

dcselv4@gmail.com

Dr. Mark Steele
Small animals, PT/relief, ER

754-235-1000 or
954-942-7193

mdsteele@bellsouth.net

Dr. Ana M. Tassino *Bilingual
Small animals, clinic, surgery

305-335-3111

tassino@bellsouth.net

Dr. Claudia Valderrama

305-297-8893

claudia67v@aol.com

Dr. Stephen Waldman
Small animals, PT/relief

561-214-3306

swaldman85@comcast.net

Dr. Fumiko Miyamoto
Small animals GP/ER,

352-339-2207

theasiandoctorllc@gmail.com
www.theasiandoctorllc.com

Dr. Tolulope Ogunyemi
Small animals, relief, surgery,
dentistry

302-464-8387

reliefvet4@yahoo.com

Dr. Murray Deckelbaum

954-646-2586

murvet@aol.com
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Classifieds & Advertising
This newsletter is published bi-monthly by
the Broward County Veterinary Medical
Association, Inc., 2801 E. Commercial Blvd.,
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308.

FOR SALE:
VOLUSIA COUNTY, FL: Family owned, small
animal practice with legacy to build upon
for sale! Over $697k gross in most recent
year. Estimated ADI of +$204k can be
expected. Approximately 3,368 sq. ft.,
leased facility. Room to grow! Code: FL96
Contact PS Broker; 800.636.4740;
info@psbroker.com; www.psbroker.com

Edit orial Guidel ines: Letters and articles
are welcome. All submissions must be
signed and the author's name will be
published. Entries must be received 7 days
prior to the publication date.
Displ ay Ads: Please e-mail all submissions
to Lcarran@gmail.com. Views and opinions
expressed herein are not necessarily those
of the officers of the BCVMA. Products and
services advertised herein are not
necessarily endorsed.

LEON COUNTY, FL: Long-established,
welcoming practice with growth potential
for sale! Over $744k gross in most recent
year. Estimated ADI of +$129k can be
expected. Approximately 1,978 sq. ft.
facility with real estate. Build your own
legacy! Code: FL97

Membership Cost : $125 per year. For
membership information, please visit
BrowardCountyVMA.com or you can e-mail
bcvma@mail.com.

Contact PS Broker; 800.636.4740;
info@psbroker.com; www.psbroker.com

VOLUSIA COUNTY, FL: Multi-DVM, small
animal practice for sale! Seller financing
available. Over $1.9 million gross in most
recent year. Estimated ADI of +$282k can
be expected. Approximately 3,086 sq. ft.
facility with real estate. Great area! Code:
FL98

FOR SALE:
PALM BEACH COUNTY, FL: Solo, small
animal practice on the southeast coast for
sale! Over $535k gross in most recent year.
Estimated ADI of +$111k can be expected.
Approximately 1,150 sq. ft., leased facility.
Great opportunity in a vibrant, affluent
community! Code: FL95
Contact PS Broker; 800.636.4740;
info@psbroker.com; www.psbroker.com

Contact PS Broker; 800.636.4740;
info@psbroker.com; www.psbroker.com
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Classifieds & Advertising
HELP WANTED:
City College is seeking a full or part time veterinarian for its Veterinary Technology Associate
program in Hollywood, FL. Qualified candidates will hold a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree
(or equivalent) and be currently licensed to practice in Florida.
Responsibilities include overseeing animal care on site, leading the teaching clinic, and
classroom instruction. Teaching experience is preferred. For details or to submit resume please
contact Kim Augustin at 954-744-1777 ext. 2022 kaugustin@citycollege.edu
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