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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK
Greetings and Happy New Year,
Welcome 2021! Through the ups and downs we made it. Many life lessons were learned to make us
stronger and resourceful. In the midst of a pandemic we were still able to practice veterinary medicine and
provide care to our patients. So now is the time of possibilities.
With the release of the COVID-19 vaccine, steps are underway to help tame this pandemic. The first phase
of vaccine administration has started. FVMA has been advised that as more and more vaccines are released
it will be made available through local standard vaccine venues. For updates about the vaccine and
distribution text FLCOVID19 to 888777 to receive alerts from your local zip code.
The BCVMA is steadily working with the virtual platform to provide local continuing education with
specialists in the community. As we head into 2021, our goal will be continuing education along with a
focus on getting to know the veterinary colleagues in our area. New internists, residents, fellows, and
veterinarians are joining our specialty hospitals and we need to know who they are. It is important to know
to whom we are referring as it makes for a better transition for our clients and patients. Once a month
BCVMA will have an in the community spotlight where we have a virtual happy hour for veterinarians to get
to know the specialty and emergency hospitals in the area. We will go north, south, east and west. There
will be opportunities to see who is new on staff, meet referral liaisons, and get a better understanding of
how the hospital is functioning during Covid. Rest assured as soon as it is safe we will resume our in-person
meetings and social gatherings. I will be looking forward to a ?we made it through Covid? party.
In our New Year?s resolution, each one of us have had a moment of self-reflection and have decided what is
important and what role we want to play in our surrounding circle. This year, embrace the time with family
and friends. Appreciate the little things before you. Have a heart of gratitude and find that one thing the
makes it all worth it. Keep kindness in our heart and let?s look toward a better and brighter 2021.
Have a safe and Happy New Year,
Stephanie Jones
President
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Board of Directors 2020

Membership Information

President
Stephanie Jones, DVM
drstefni@gmail.com

Enjoy the camaraderie and top-notch
continuing education offered by the
BCVMA! We offer five great CE meetings
per year, a newsletter, and the best
Holiday
Party
in
South
Florida!
Membership is $130 yearly.

Immediate Past President
Lisa Feinstein, DVM
lisafeinstein@bellsouth.net

You can join or renew by visiting our
website: www.BrowardCountyVMA.com
or e-mail bcvma@mail.com for more
information. We look forward to seeing
you!

Secretary
Dylan Buss, DVM
dylangbuss@gmail.com
Treasurer
Claudia Valderrama, DVM
claudia67v@aol.com
Education Chair
Lisa Feinstein, DVM
lisafeinstein@bellsouth.net

Vet Directory
Please visit our website Veterinary
Directory page to view our compendium
of local resources. If you'd like to add
your information to this list, please
email Laura at Lcarran@gmail.com.

Social Chair
Jason Horgan, DVM
jason081977@aol.com
Newsletter Chair
Armando Villamil, DVM
drv@petcancergroup.com
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2021 St at e of Fl orida DBPR
Vet erinary Board Meet ings

Upcoming CE:

The Board of Vet erinary Medicine meet s
t hroughout t he year at dif f erent l ocat ions
t hroughout t he st at e.

Canine Cognit ive Dysf unct ion

At t ending any of t hese meet ings wil l earn
you up t o f ive CE l aw credit s and wil l t each
you what real l y t ranspires in Discipl inary
Procedures t hat t he Board considers. You
wil l benef it by l earning how t o abide by
st at e DBPR regul at ions and how t o avoid
being discipl ined because of a viol at ion.

Dr. Lisa Radosta Dvm, DACVB
Wednesday, February 10th at 7pm

Friday, March 5, 2020

Live webinar

Pl ease cont act Linda Tinsl ey wit h any
quest ions:
l inda.t insl ey@myf l oridal icense.com

Regist rat ion det ail s coming soon

The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) Committee on Veterinary
Technician Education and Activities (CVTEA) will be conducting an accreditation site visit
to City College, Hollywood, FL, to assess their veterinary technology program on March
10-11, 2021.
The AVMA conducts these important visits by deploying a team of volunteers who will
visit the school, tour facilities, interview faculty and students, and provide feedback on
their observations. The FVMA is assisting the AVMA to identify a member veterinarian
who will serve on the site team that will visit City College.Volunteers are asked to attend
a 2-day on-site visit to the program, read through the program self-study report, and
assist in developing a report of evaluation. Travel, food, and lodging expenses incurred
in connection with the site visit are reimbursed; however, honorariums are not paid.
This important process allows for participation in assessing the quality of the education
available to veterinary technicians in our institutions. Interested members of the FVMA
willing to volunteer and serve, are asked to confirm their interest by return email
(swingereye@gmail.com) by January 15th, 2021.
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Common Procedures & Recent
in Minimal
l y Invasive
Surgery
NewAdvances
Oncol ogy
Tid Bit
s
Barry
E. Brower,
DVM
By: Armando
Villamil,
DVM,
PhD, DACVIM (Oncology)
Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Surgeons- Small Animal

Pet Cancer Group

Advanced Veterinary Care Center
Hope they new year brings new and great things for all of you. Now that the 2020 is behind us, let hope for
better things to come. In this newsletter article, I will like to share some of the new things in oncology.
First is the a new treatment for Mast Cell Tumors. Stelfonta is a new injection of a new chemical (tigilanol
tiglate) found in the seed of the Australian native blushwood plant (Fontainea picrosperma). This drug has
been approves to treat cutaneous mast cell tumor is dogs of less that 10 cubic centimeter or subcutaneous
located below the elbow or hock. Baseline research shows promising results. The pilot study was a
randomized, blinded, control field clinical trial with 123 dogs with stage Ia or IIIa cutaneous or lower limb
subcutaneous MCT confirmed by cytology. Dogs were randomized with 81 receiving drug and 42 controls. In
addition dogs receive corticosteroids, H1 & H2 blockers. Out of the dogs treated with Stelfonta, 75% (60/ 80)
achieved complete resolution at day 28 vs. 5% (2/ 38) in control dogs. A second dose of Stelfonta in 18 dogs
that

did not

achieve complete remission at

day 28 increase the overall

response to 87% .

Further research was performed on the dogs that had achieve response. They monitor 74 dogs for 12 months
and 88% (60 dogs) were still in remission. Only 9 dogs had disease progression and 8 achieved complete
response after another dose.
As you can see there is a lot of excitement with this medication, as soon as it becomes available we at Pet
Cancer Group will have it available as well.
Another new tool now available is a chemotherapy sensitivity assay for lymphoma. With this new technology
we can predict the effectiveness of multiple drugs for each specific dog. By collecting live lymphoma cells,
they not only provide the same previously available flowcytometry results, but they also provide drug
sensitivity to at least five different chemotherapy drugs. This is now available at Pet Cancer Group and we are
using it more and more to help our clients and us make better treatment decisions.
The final thing I wanted to share with you is a new study recently publishes that looks at the effects of
altering dogs and the risk and benefits by breed. This is a question that is frequently ask by owners and
unfortunately there is no good research to answer it. I hope this article help you answer that questions in your
daily routine. Click to view article.
Bio: Dr. Villamil is a Veterinary oncologist and owner of Pet Cancer Group. He received his Bachelor's in Animal Science,
a Master's in Epidemiology and his DVM degree from Louisiana State University. Then he completed his Oncology
Residency at the University of Missouri in combination with a PhD in Epidemiology. Dr. Villamil is very active in the
oncology community and is a board member of the BCVMA. He is now seeing cases out of Premier Veterinary
Specialists in Miami, LeadER in Cooper City and Palm Beach Veterinary Specialists in Palm Beach. For any questions
please feel free to contact him at drv@petcancergroup.com6or 1-844-PET-CHEMO.
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Common Procedures & Recent Advances in Minimal l y Invasive Surgery

FVMA
e f DVM
rom Dr. Robert Swinger
BarryUpdat
E. Brower,
Diplomate, American College
of Veterinary
Small at
Animal
FVMA
Dist rictSurgeons6 Represent
ive

Advanced Veterinary Care Center

Dear Colleagues,
First and foremost, Happy New Year! I know that we are all looking forward to a fresh 2021 ? may
it be a healthy and prosperous year
Currently, the FVMA is charged with filling the seat for our Executive Director. Interviews are well
underway and we hope to narrow our list over the next few weeks to month. We will certainly
keep you posted with our selection once determined.
The 91st FVMA Annual Conference has been postponed until July 8-11, 2021. We truly want this
to be a safe, live event and realize that our current March date is approaching too soon. We expect
that it will remain at the Hilton Orlando Bonnet Creek & Waldorf Astoria Resort and will keep you
update on registration information when available.
I truly believe that time is coming for veterinarians to become vaccinated for COVID-19. Many of
us have had private discussions about this; the FVMA and its legal team are working at the state
level to help facilitate this. In the meantime, keep your ears and eyes open for local opportunities
and continue to share information with your colleagues!
Again, if you haven?t participated, the FVMA is also offering online CE meetings by many of our
industries specialists. FVMA LINK (Live Interactive Network for Knowledge) has been a huge
success, bringing fresh topics to our members on a weekly basis. Many are also offered
?on-demand? for those who cannot participate in the live sessions. If you are looking for some CE
credits, give it a shot!
Be well my friends,
Robert Swinger, DVM, DACVO
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Humane Society of
Broward County
Microchipped Dog Reunit ed wit h Famil y Af t er 6 Years!
Six years ago, the Vasquez family of San Antonio, TX
had their beloved Chihuahua mix King stolen from
their backyard in TX. Posters were made, a reward
offered, and posts made on social media but King
was nowhere to be found. On Sunday, October 25 a
woman surrendered King to the Humane Society of
Broward County because she was ill and could no
longer care for him. She told the admission?s staff
she only had the dog for six months and got him
from his previous owner. Upon his clinic
examination, Humane Society staff scanned the 10
pound dog to see if there was a microchip and thankfully there was. After calling the chip
company, and learning King had been reported missing, the rightful owner was contacted who was
in shock when she found out King was more than 1,300 miles from his home. It turns out King is
15 years old!
The Vasquez family, left Texas on Monday and drove more than
1,300 miles ? 19+ hours ? to be reunited with King. There were
many tears and hugs and the family is grateful they have King home
where he belongs. They never gave up hope. The local media
shared this story and it has since aired worldwide. Just this week a
reporter with a news outlet in Japan reached out to cover the
reunion.
If your hospital scans a lost pet and is able to reunite the pet with
the rightful owner, especially after many years, you too should
contact the local media. Hopefully it will encourage all pet owners
to have their pets microchipped. This is an essential way to prove
ownership and help reunite lost pets. Also remind them to keep
the contact information up-to-date if they pet owner moves.
The Humane Society of Broward County is a private, non-profit
organization that is supported by people and companies who want
to make a difference in the lives of homeless animals. The shelter is not affiliated with any local
or national organization with a similar name and does not receive tax dollars to operate. To make
a donation please visit www.humanebroward.com.
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Humane Society of
Broward County
31st Annual VCA Wal k f or t he Animal s Benef it t ing t he
Humane Societ y of Broward Count y Goes Virt ual !
Mark your calendars! The 31st annual VCA Walk for the Animals is March 6, 2021. This year the
event may look a bit different, but the goal is still the same? raise funds to help the Humane
Society of Broward County continue their mission of helping animals and offering amazing
educational programs for people of all ages.
This year the walk will be virtual which means you can live anywhere on our great planet and take
part! The walk has always been the shelter?s largest fundraiser, and while we won?t be walking in
downtown Fort Lauderdale this year, the walk committee hopes you?ll still raise funds and walk in
your neighborhood on March 6, 2021 or stay home (maybe in bed) - but still help gather
donations to help the HSBC. Set up your walk page on line at www.walk4theanimals.com and
email it out. Raise $150 and get the official walk t-shirt ? we will mail them to participants outside
of the state. The more money you raise the more goodies you earn. Walk participants who gather
more donations will receive gifts for different fundraising levels reached. For those who raise
$1,000 or more, your dog will be entered into a contest for a chance to be the 2022 Walk Cover
Dog. The 2021 Cover Dog is Lily, an 11-year-old Shih-tzu and shelter alumni who resides in Davie
with her mom Janet.
Have friends you want to walk with (socially distanced, of course!)? Create a ?Pack? of two or
more friends or co-workers, raise $1,500, and get official Walk Pack perks. You can register now
by visiting www.Walk4theAnimals.com and start collecting donations.
Event Chairs Carey Morgan of Fort Lauderdale and Leslie Puro of Lighthouse Point are thrilled to
be chairing the event.
For information about registering, forming a ?Pack? or team, or if your business is interested in
being a sponsor and included on the virtual vendor village, contact Rachel Frank at 954-266-6817
or info@walk4theanimals.com. You don?t need to have a pet to join in the fun.
Sponsors dedicated to the 2021 Walk for the Animals are: VCA Animal Hospitals, Purina, Tidy Cats,
Spirit, Chewy, Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health, Animal Eye Specialty Clinic, JM Family, Clear
Choice Tax and Lien Service, PetFirst Pet Insurance, RKD Alpha Dog, Zoetis Petcare , Oasis A
Paychex Company, WPLG Local 10, iHeart Media (Y100, BIG 105.9, 93.9 MIA, 103.5 the Beat, TU
94.9, 610 WIOD), and Mobile Mike.
The HSBC is making every effort to put COVID precautions in place and will continue to monitor
the situation as the event nears so that participants, volunteers and staff are safe.
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Classifieds & Advertising
This newsletter is published bi-monthly by the
Broward County Veterinary Medical
Association, Inc., 2801 E. Commercial Blvd., Ft.
Lauderdale, FL 33308.

(ADI) of $180K. 4,300 SF facility with real
estate. Code: FL99
Contact PS Broker 800.636.4740
info@psbroker.com|www.psbroker.com
BROWARD COUNTY, FL: Small animal practice
for sale! Grossednearly $1.2M in 2019.
After-debt income (ADI) ofapproximately
$206K. 3,000 SF leased facility. The facility
rests in a busy area with heavy traffic volume.
Code FL100 Contact PS Broker 800.636.4740
info@psbroker.com|www.psbroker.com

Edit orial Guidel ines: Letters and articles are
welcome. All submissions must be signed and
the author's name will be published. Entries
must be received 7 days prior to the
publication date.
Displ ay Ads: Please e-mail all submissions to
Lcarran@gmail.com. Views and opinions
expressed herein are not necessarily those of
the officers of the BCVMA. Products and
services advertised herein are not necessarily
endorsed.

HARDEE COUNTY, FL:Predominantly
smallanimal practice for sale! Gross up 27%
year-to-date! As of July 2020, gross revenue
was at $665K and expected to hit the
million-dollar mark by the end of year. 2,400
SF facility with real estate. Code: FL101

Membership Cost : $125 per year. For
membership
information,
please
visit
BrowardCountyVMA.com or you can e-mail
bcvma@mail.com.

Contact PS Broker 800.636.4740
info@psbroker.com|www.psbroker.com
BROWARD COUNTY, FL: Start-up veterinary
practice for sale! Central, prime location. The
renovated, stand-alone facility has brand new,
top-notch equipment. Turnkey and ready for a
doctor! 2,000 SF facility with real estate. Code:
FL102 & FL103

FOR SALE:
LEON COUNTY, FL: Small animal practice for
sale! Seller financing is available.
Long-established, welcoming practice. Steady
growth over the last 3 years. Estimated
after-debt income (ADI) of $129K. 2,000 SF
facility with real estate. Code: FL97
Contact PS Broker 800.636.4740
info@psbroker.com|www.psbroker.com

Contact PS Broker 800.636.4740
info@psbroker.com|www.psbroker.com
BREVARD COUNTY, FL: Small animal practice
for sale! 3 exam rooms. Multi-DVM practice
with double-digit growth! Estimated after-debt
income (ADI) of $262K. 1,900 SF facility with
prime real estate. Code: FL104 Contact PS
Broker 800.636.4740
info@psbroker.com|www.psbroker.com

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY, FL: Small animal
practice for sale! Seller financing for real
estate available. Extra property for expansion
orpossible resale. Estimated after-debt income
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Relief Veterinarians
Dr. James Anderson II
Small animals, PT/relief

954-347-3557

doctor_anderson98@gmail.com

Dr. Peggy Carlow
Small animals, PT/relief

954-303-6020 or
954-341-9552

pmcarlow@att.net

Dr. Diana Drogan
Small animals, ER, relief

954-854-9426

dr.diana.dvm@gmail.com

Dr. Cindy Rigg
relief/surgery, rehab therapy

305-968-8345

csrigg@yahoo.com

Dr. Dan Selvin
Small animals, PT/relief

954-604-0084

dcselv4@gmail.com

Dr. Mark Steele
Small animals, PT/relief, ER

754-235-1000 or
954-942-7193

mdsteele@bellsouth.net

Dr. Ana M. Tassino *Bilingual
Small animals, clinic, surgery

305-335-3111

tassino@bellsouth.net

Dr. Claudia Valderrama

305-297-8893

claudia67v@aol.com

Dr. Stephen Waldman
Small animals, PT/relief

561-214-3306

swaldman85@comcast.net

Dr. Fumiko Miyamoto
Small animals GP/ER,

352-339-2207

theasiandoctorllc@gmail.com
www.theasiandoctorllc.com

Dr. Tolulope Ogunyemi
Small animals, relief, surgery,
dentistry

302-464-8387

reliefvet4@yahoo.com

Dr. Murray Deckelbaum

954-646-2586

murvet@aol.com
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